Thinking of buying a Puppy? 

  

  

The Kennel Club of Jersey is not out to try and sell you a puppy. We do not mind if you want to get a pedigree, crossbreed or rescue dog. We were formed in 1888 for the betterment of all dogs in Jersey and part of this is achieved through providing information. We hope this sheet will help you in finding a healthy dog. 
 

There are always dogs that need re-homing for advice on this contact the JSPCA who will be pleased to help. They will also be able to give you advice on the needs of the dogs available, there may be more work on your part initially, but the feedback from the dog long term will be overwhelming. 
However should you want a Registered Pedigree puppy, one that can trace its parentage back through official Kennel Club records either in Jersey or any other Kennel Club then here is a crib sheet that should help you find the right dog for life. Even if you don't want a Pedigree dog, please take a moment to read this page before you commit to having a dog - for life. 
 

 

About you 
· Why do you want a dog? A companion, to get exercise with on walks or as a family pet for the children to grow up with? With over 200 breeds to choose from you need to choose carefully as getting the wrong breed for your lifestyle can be disastrous for you and the dog.
· Would you have the time to look after and feed a 5 year old child? If not, have you the time to look after a dog?
· Can you afford a dog? Not just the dog itself, there is food, toys and vets bills to consider?
  

Finding a dog
· If you know someone with that breed ask for a personal recommendation.
· Ask the Kennel Club of Jersey for a list of breeders. Not all breeds are available in Jersey but we can put you in touch with people who know the breed and you may be given a list of contacts in the UK.
· Look on the Internet. However, beware that everyone out there is not necessarily a reputable breeder so ask lots of questions. If someone is breeding dogs for money the can afford to have a flash looking web site.
 

When talking to a breeder or looking on the Internet
· A “Pedigree dog” is different to a “Registered Pedigree Dog” a registered dog may cost a little more but you will get all the paperwork from a Kennel Club, (not hand written) going back at least three generations this will include registration numbers (the numbers that identify each dog). You will also get an Owners Registration Certificate. Once you have the puppy, you can then post off the Owners Registration Certificate to get the Kennel Club to transfer the dog into your name.
· Look out for phrases like “Family Tree” this is not Registered paperwork
· “Cross-Bred”, “Designer Dog” these used to be called mongrels. There is nothing wrong with wanting a dog that has mixed breeds behind it, but these should not be purchased at the same cost as a pure bred registered pedigree dog. Such non-breeds include anything –doodle or names made up from two other breed names. Mixing two breeds together can increase the number of ailments a dog can suffer from. Whilst some pure breeds do have genetic health problems a reputable breeder will not breed form dogs that show signs of the defect, and will be able to advise you on the cause, likelihood and treatment - Cross breeds will not have a breed history to fall back on.  
· Does the breeder or web site offer more than three of four breeds to order? Most breeders doing it for the love of the breed and to better the breed will be selling off those dogs they are not keeping for breeding or showing. Anywhere that has puppies available on request may be farming.   
· Free delivery - You want to see the puppy ‘at home’ this may be in a front room of a small house, or larger kennels, in any case they should be clean and be the sort of place you would want to live yourself. If you are getting a dog sent from the UK to Jersey do you know of a friend or relative who can collect it on your behalf from the breeder rather than it being 'shipped' over? 
   

Questions you should be able to get answers to from the Breeder.
·  Can I see the mother (Dam). Yes, that way you can see the size the puppy will grow to, you will able be able to see the conditions she lives in and the dogs temperament. (Remember she has just had a litter, so may not be in top show coat). You may not see the father (Sire), as often people will have travelled to use a Stud Dog, but most would be able to show you a photograph or a copy of his Kennel Club three Generation Certified Pedigree Certificate.
· How old is the mother and how many litters has she had before? She is only allowed to have and register 6 litters in her lifetime and not after she is 8 years old.
· Does the puppy come with Kennel Club registration paperwork? If you want a Registered Pedigree dog the answer to this question must be yes. If the breeder says no because they do not want you to show or breed from the dog they can put an endorsement on the certificate to stop you, but you should still be able to get the paperwork.
· Will the puppy be fully vaccinated? This can be a yes or no answer as some breeders prefer to wait until the puppy is a little older before giving all the vaccinations, you may wish to wait until the puppy is a little older and vaccinated. Vaccinations should start when the puppy is between 8 and 10 weeks old. However, even without vaccinations the puppy should always have been Vet checked.
· Do they offer pet insurance? This is usually yes. However do not automatically think this is a good sign. Most breeders, good and bad, can get free cover for a puppy for the short term as an incentive/introduction scheme from the insurer. You will then need to continue with the insurance after the initial period, unexpected vets bills could be expensive. 
· Do ask about health problems in the breed, a reputable breeder will be able to give you information and even provide you with copies of relevant certificates to prove that their dogs are clear of certain hereditary diseases.
   

Questions you should expect them to ask you.
If they don’t they may be thinking more of the money than the dog.
 

· Have you ever owned this breed of dog before?
· Do you have children?
· Do you have anywhere to exercise the dog, like a garden or local park?
· Is your garden secure?
· Are you out at work all day?
 

If you go to collect your puppy and are unsure then please don’t feel sorry for the puppy, it is hard to turn down a cute little puppy when you get presented with it, but if it doesn’t look healthy with bright eyes and lively demeanor then think again and if need be, say no. The puppy will be with you as part of your family for many years, so it has to be right for you and the dog.
 

 

 

For more advice you can email the Kennel Club of Jersey or visit us at any of our shows where you can met dog owners and breeders for hands on advice
 

Check out the UK Kennel Club, JSPCA and RSPCA web pages
 

 At the end of the day we all want happy healthy dogs in our lives.   

 
